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§150.1 Background and purpose.

The regulations in this part are
issued under the authority of the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of
1974 (the Act), 15 U.S.C. 2201 et seq. The
Act establishes two classes of honorary
awards for public safety officers and di-
rects the issuance of the necessary
joint regulations by the Director of the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) and the Attorney General.
The functions of the Secretary of Com-
merce were transferred by Reorganiza-
tion Plan No. 3 of 1978 to the Director,
FEMA. Since initial passage of the Act,
civil defense functions which then were
delegated to the Secretary of Defense
have been delegated to the Director,
FEMA. Section 15 of the Act has been
amended to delete the Secretary of De-
fense from participating in the grant-
ing of awards. See Public Law 98-241, 98
Stat. 95, 96 (1984). The Director, FEMA,
and the Attorney General are issuing
this regulation to implement the statu-
tory provisions for FEMA and the De-
partment of Justice.

§150.2 Definitions.

Civil defense officer (or member of a
recognized civil defense or emergency
preparedness organization) means any
individual who is assigned to and is
performing the assigned tasks of the

unit or organization which has been
given a mission under the direction or
operational control of a Civil Defense
or Emergency Preparedness Director/
Coordinator in accordance with a Fed-
eral, State or local emergency plan and
sanctioned by the government con-
cerned. This also includes emergency
management officers. This includes
volunteers and paid employees for any
governmental entity.

Distinguished Public Safety Service
Award means the Secretary’s Award for
Distinguished Public Safety Service, pre-
sented by either the Attorney General
or the Director of FEMA to public safe-
ty officers for distinguished service in
the field of public safety.

FEMA means the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Firefighter means a member, regard-
less of rank or duties, of any organiza-
tion (including such Federal organiza-
tions) in any State consisting of per-
sonnel, apparatus, and equipment
which has as its purpose protecting
property and maintaining the safety
and welfare of the public from the dan-
gers of fire. This term includes volun-
teer or paid employees. The location of
any such organization may include, but
is not limited to, a Federal installa-
tion, a State, city, town, borough, par-
ish, county, fire district, rural fire dis-
trict or other special district.

Joint Board means the Joint Public
Safety Awards Board established by
the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the Attorney
General to carry out the purposes of
the Federal Fire Prevention and Con-
trol Act of 1974.

Law enforcement officer means a per-
son involved in the control or reduc-
tion of crime and juvenile delinquency
or enforcement of the criminal laws.
This includes, but is not limited to, po-
lice, corrections, probation, parole, and
court officers, and Federal civilian offi-
cers in such capacities.

Nominating official means the head of
a Federal government department or
agency, or his delegatee(s), the gov-
ernor or other head of a State, or the
chief executive or executives of any
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